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Still Time to sign up for 7th ANNUAL TOUR de ELIZABETH 
TOUR HIGHLIGHTS CITY’S FIRSTS
Elizabeth, N.J. May 13, 2010—There is still time to sign up for the 7th Annual Tour de Elizabeth, scheduled for 9 a.m. Sunday, May 23rd.  The 15 mile fun family oriented bicycle tour, which starts and finishes at Union Square, corner of Elizabeth Avenue and 1st Avenue in Elizabeth, has attracted thousands of riders during its 7 year history.  “People can pay onsite on the event day”, announced Dave Strochak, who with Elizabeth Police officer Jim Kearns, designed this year’s route.
This year’s theme for the Tour is “It Happened Here First!”  As New Jersey’s oldest City, first capital, and home to many of the State’s signers of the Declaration of Independence and Constitution, Elizabeth, N.J. has a long list of rather interesting “firsts”.
Officially hosted by the Mayor, the City, Groundwork Elizabeth, the Greater Elizabeth Chamber of Commerce, the two Special Improvement Districts and the Elizabeth Urban Enterprise Zone Program, the cost of putting on the Tour is largely underwritten by the support of sponsorships from the public and private community.  
“From historic sites to new developments, this family friendly event is a great way to experience the fourth largest City in the State,” says Mayor Chris Bollwage, who has been a consistent supporter of the event.
The Premier Sponsors for this year’s Tour de Elizabeth are Elberon Development Company, AMB Property Corporation & Portview Properties LLC, PSE&G, Elegant Headwear, and T-Rific Tees, LLC.  The Elizabeth PBA #4 and the Port Authority of NY and NJ have also volunteered major support. 

Many other businesses and service providers in the community have also stepped forward pledging resources.  They are the Elizabeth Avenue Partnership, the Midtown Elizabeth Special Improvement District, MAR Acquisitions, ConocoPhillips, BJ&M Auto, Infineum USA LP, Jersey Gardens Mall, Harbor Consultants, Trinitas Regional Medical Center, Dario Scholis Art, Birdsall Engineering, Stanley Jay Appraisers, Allied Signs, Brounell and Kramer Management Company, Elmora Healthcare, State Farm Insurance office of Angel Rodriguez, the Tropicana Diner, Navet Printing, the Suburban News, Colorblind Productions, American Water, Virginia’s Deli and the American Flag Company.  Opportunities to support the Tour are still available by calling Jonathan Phillips at 908-289-0262, and include benefits, such as free ridership and more.
Immediately following the Tour there will be a re-creation of an important Revolutionary War battle which was held at the exact location of the Tour at Union Square. The historical re-creation is made possible by a HEART grant (History, Education, Arts, Reaching Thousands) from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders. 
Proceeds raised for the Tour de Elizabeth go towards paying for the event, and towards helping Groundwork Elizabeth, one of Elizabeth’s 501c3 nonprofit organizations, work towards its goals of “changing places, changing lives” within the City.  Groundwork has planted trees, landscaped and improved parks, facilitated environmental educational programming, and fostered community awareness for environmental concerns in the States fourth largest City.
Free parking is available and people may sign up for the Tour at the event on May 23rd. The $15 cost of the ride has been unchanged throughout the years to give everyone the chance to participate.  Entry fee includes: a free t-shirt, baseball style cap for the first 350 riders, entry into a free raffle, and a goody bag.  The ride promises all a good time and is escorted by members of the Elizabeth Police Department.

Riders can download an application form and bring it with them to the event to expedite sign in.  For those with questions, and those interested in becoming sponsors for the Tour and Groundwork, they may e-mail elizabethnj@groundworkusa.org, or call Jonathan Phillips at 908-289-0262.
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